Minutes of Longbridge Deverill and Crockerton Annual  Parish Council Meeting Held at the Village Hall on May 4th. 2010

Present      Councillors K.Manfield,  G.Read,  T.Minter B.Hurd  J.Algar, B.Marshall,  Mrs.E.Pidgeon  In Attendance, Mrs H Few Clerk.

County Councillor.Fleur de Rhe-Philipe 

 Mrs. M. Thomas   Crockerton Millennium Committee  Mr. Andy Bowtell

Apologies.   Cllr.P.Withey

718 Election of Officers for year. Proposed by Cllr.Mrs Pidgeon and Seconded by Cllr.Read that Cllr. Manfield be asked to take the Chair for the forthcoming year. Unanimously agreed. Cllr. Manfield took Chair. Proposed by Cllr. Hurd and seconded by Cllr. Marshall that Cllr.Withey continue as Vice Chairman, again unanimously agreed in his absence.

719  Open Session for members of the public.

 Mrs. Thomas explained  the latest situation regarding the Millennium Stones. The Committee were just awaiting final confirmation from the Planning Department of Wiltshire Council that they had no issues with it's position under the tree on Crockerton Green. The Clerk reported that she had confirmed with the Council's insurers that, as the Council owned the land, insurance was covered. Mrs. Thomas explained that Highways would not allow the other stones on the verges welcoming visitors to the village, so the Committee were now looking into purchasing more attractive metal signs to replace the normal Highways signs. She promised to keep the Council updated.

Mr. Andy Bowtell spoke of his thanks to the Council for not objecting to his plans for a septic tank. He explained the history behind the problems various families had had after purchasing an ex-local authority property from Selwood Housing which had hopefully now been sorted in Longbridge Deverill. He also showed interest in Speedwatch, should it take place in Longbridge Deverill.

720  Declarations of Interest.  There were no Declarations of Interest.

721  Minutes of the meeting held 1st. March 2010 were confirmed and signed.

722   Matters Arising not covered elsewhere. 

 Longbridge Deverill Almshouses. Cllr. Manfield read an email received from the steward of the Almshouses, detailing the problems they have in ensuring the tenants maintain the gardens. It was suggested that perhaps the gardens could be offered as allotments for other village residents without gardens. The Clerk will write to the Steward with the suggestion.

723 Planning Matters.

       723-1  Greenville Sutton End. An email has been received from the Principle Planning Enforcement Officer, but little progress appears to have been made. County Cllr. Fleur de Rhe-Philipe agreed to try and investigate the matter  on our behalf.

       723-2  The Appeal regarding 38, The Marsh has been dismissed.

       723-3   W/10/01269/FUL Detached Garage Low Ridge, Dry Hill Crockerton. The Council supported this application unanimously.(Only received 4/5/10)

724   Parish Budget and Payments made.

         724-1 The Current Account stands at £736.76  Cheques raised included £160.77 for Clerk's fees and expenses, £35.00 for Data Protection Act and £510.66 for Wiltshire Council Horse and Rider Signs. These were all agreed previously

 It was proposed by Cllr. Manfield and seconded by Cllr.Algar that Clerk's expenses and fees of £164.86  be paid for March and April and the AOL Parish Council Insurance for £439.62. 

         724-2 The Deposit Account stands at £11472.33 This includes our £4000 precept received on 21/04/10. 

        724-3 Annual Audit.  Cllr. Marshall announced that this had now been undertaken by Mr. Ede as the usual auditor was unavailable. It was proposed by Cllr.Manfield and seconded by Cllr. Algar that Mr. Ede paid the same as Mr. Barrett had always requested.(£50) Unanimously agreed. Clerk to send with letter of thanks. Cllr. Marshall went through the details and figures and Cllr.Minter Proposed and Cllr. Reed Seconded that the Accounts for 2009/2010  be Approved.  This was unanimously agreed and the forms were signed by the Chair and the Clerk and Cllr. Marshall as the Responsible Officer. He will now send them to Mazars , the External Auditors.

725  Councillors Reports.

        725-1 Parish Hall.  A letter has been received from the Parish Hall Committee requesting help with the annual insurance payment. In previous years the Parish Council have paid this and it was proposed by Cllr. Hurd and Seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Pidgeon that we should cover the £563.10 cost. Unanimously agreed.

        725-2  No further Planning Matters from Councillors

        725-3  Police   Cllr. Manfield reported on the NTG meeting held 12th April at Sutton Veny. Fly tipping is to continue as a priority as is speeding and overweight lorries using village roads. The next meeting is to be held at Longbridge Deverill Hall on 19th. July. As there is no funding for this committee the Clerk will ask the Village Hall Committee if the charge could be waived as at previous village halls. Cllr. Manfield also reported that Speedwatch was now taking place regularly in Clay Street Crockerton and approximately 20 cars had been spotted speeding. They should all receive a letter from the Police and this will be followed up if they are caught again. The Clerk was asked to request entry into the scheme for Sand Street Longbridge Deverill via the Area Board.

      725-3  Highways and Parish Steward.  

 We have received a request from Mr. Meadows at 137, Foxholes to allow further planting to screen the property from A350. The Council unanimously agreed to allow this to happen. The Clerk has been advised by Mr.Whyte at Highways that we will either have to obtain a license for this work from them or the landscaping department will undertake it themselves. The Clerk will confirm that the Parish Council are happy for the work to take place and obtain the license if necessary.

The Horse and Rider signs should be erected soon as they have been paid for and Cllr. Manfield and the clerk met the officer and agreed on their positions. Signs for Rye Hill will be looked at again by Wiltshire Council in the new financial year.

Temporary barriers have been put up in the layby next to the Almshouses and a permanent metal barrier will be erected in the next three months.

Following numerous complaints about the flooding on the path and gateway in Sutton End, Wiltshire Council Highways are trying to arrange a meeting between the landowner, the Environment Agency and themselves to find a solution. They will keep us informed. Cllr. Minter also asked for the path leading to the roundabout to be cleared by the Steward on his next visit.

Concern was expressed regarding the badger sett in the bank near the Turnpike on the old road in Crockerton. Clerk will ask Highways if anything can be done as the bank is eroding and mud is making the road slippery.

Cllr. Algar has had a request for a new grit bin in Crockerton and Cllr. Minter has had a request for one in Bull Lane. The Clerk will check the positioning of the one in Crockerton as there is already one nearby and write to Wiltshire County with the requests. 

726   Crockerton Village Committee Stones  Following the  update from Mrs. Thomas, Councillors were happy for the stone to be placed on The Green as long as the planning department were in agreement. It was felt that until more information was known about the signs, little could be discussed. The Clerk agreed to ask Highways if there was any information on how to proceed with replacing Highway signs with more attractive ones.

727  Clerk's Report and Correspondence Received.

All correspondence has been circulated when necessary. Holiday dates were updated to ensure that no correspondence was held up. 

The Clerk attended the Area Board Meeting on 4th. March when Broadband Speed, Speedwatch and traffic problems in Warminster were discussed. Paperwork regarding flooding was circulated for each Parish which has to be returned to the next meeting. It appears to be increasingly important to attend these meetings or miss out on what is happening in other areas locally. The next meeting is 20th. June, Dewey House.

The Clerk also attended the NTG meeting and has booked Longbridge Deverill Hall for July 19th.

Responses to the Gypsy and Traveller consultation letter which was circulated have to be made on line and is really only concerned with areas for new sites. Unfortunately it does not seem to touch on sites such as Bradley Road.

Having received a letter from the Environment Agency, the Clerk felt that the Council could do little to assist with the river problems at the business in Hill Deverill. It is hoped to walk the river with Upper Deverills Parish Council and the Land Agent at some time which may clarify matters.  Councillors will be advised of the time and date as soon as possible. Meanwhile the flooding which occurred will be shown on the flood map distributed by Wiltshire Council at the Area Board meeting.

728   Items for Parish Magazine.  None  Clerk to send an item if necessary by mid. month.

729  Any Other Business.

Cllr. Read  proposed that the Clerk's allowance should be raised, as it had stayed the same for the last three years and the time spent on Clerk's duties had increased considerably. It was proposed by Cllr. Manfield, Seconded by Cllr. Hurd and unanimously agreed that it should be raised to £1200/annum. The Clerk thanked the Councillors for the increase.

Cllr. Read asked if anything could be done about the small pieces of plastic in the road in Hill Deverill. Cllr. Hurd agreed to speak to the farmer concerned.

Date of next Meeting. Monday, July 5th. 2010 7.30.

Meeting Closed at 9.25
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